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PorVepairs of Structures, $1)285 



For g^ and lamps, 

For priiUing and advertising, . 

For offio 

For miscelhaneous 



99 

83 
123 



15 
83 
71 



$21,955.^ 



$44.12 



355 
56 
33 



iy2 




Areas oAthe Parks and Public Places. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 

^* Gala Water," .\ 46)^ 

*^The Meadow," \ncluding part of 
Deer Paddock, \ 150 

*' Water Park," all ^^\st of Delaware 
Avenue, 

^^ Meadow Park," all ^st of Dela- 
ware Avenue, . 

The Park, including Agas\iz Place, 

The Parade, . . . 

The Front, including ^^The\Bank," 

Prospect Place, . 

The Circle, . . 

Bidwell Place, 

Chapin Place, 

Soldiers' Place, . 

Parks and Places in charge of Pari 

Commission, 

Niagara Square, 

Lafayette Square, 

Day's Park, 

Johnson Place Park, 

Public Places in charge of Common 

Council, 

Fort Porter, adjoining The Front, . 

Total, .... 

Park Approaches in charge of Park 

Commission, 
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THE BUFFALO PARK SYSTEM. 



The map herewith printed is mainly copied, on 
a scale two-thirds smaller, from a map now in the 
Park Commissioners' office, which was made by 
Mr. Fred. Law Olmsted in the spring of 1876. 
This map was designed to exhibit the admirable 
features of the general plan of Buffalo, the rela- 
tive location and special design of each of the 
three new Parks and of the Park approaches, their 
relation to the older trunk thoroughfares, and the 
convenient routes of inter-communication which 
is thus afforded to the several Parks from the 
business centre of the city. 

After having been exhibited at Philadelphia in 
1876, and at Paris in 1878, this map was donated 
by Mr. Olmsted to the City of Buffalo. 

The following remarks, chiefly taken from an 
explanatory statement inscribed on the borders 
of the map, may still be of interest to our citi- 
zens. 

LATE ADDITIONS TO THE PLAN OF BUFFALO. 

The Village of New Amsterdam, out of which 
has grown the City of Buffalo, was laid out in the 
fourth year of this century under a commission 
given by its thrifty founders to a discreet expert 
— Joseph Ellicott. 
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Although during the sixty years that followed 
the traffic and social habits of the people have 
been affected by such new things as the Erie 
Canal, steam craft on the lakes, railroads on the 
land and horse-car tracks on crowded streets, no 
widening of any street and no departure in any 
respect from the general theories of Ellicott's 
design was called for. At the end of that period no 
equal number of people were to be found in any 
American town so healthfully housed, and having 
the use of so convenient arrangements of inter- 
communication. 

The main features of the plan may be traced in 
the lower part of the adjoining map, in a radial 
system of broadways, combined with a number 
of distinct rectangular systems, each well fitted to 
the local topography, on which it was laid. The 
streets of the rectangular system are generally 
66 feet wide, and the radial avenues 99 feet in 
width ; but, in building dwelling-houses, the custom 
was early established, and during the period stated 
had been almost universally maintained, of setting 
them not less than 10 feet back from the street 
line and each surrounded by a clear space of pri- 
vate grounds. 

The city had thus been so built as to secure 
within itself much of the sanitary advantages of 
a suburb. In the closest built wards the rate of 
population to the acre was not one-tenth as much 
as in the densest wards of New- York. 

It had not, however, been fortunate in its 
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environs. The surface of the land immediately 
to the southward was either actually subject to 
overflow or too near permanent ground- water to 
be a fit site for dwellings ; while elsewhere a cold, 
tenacious soil and bleak exposure had led to a 
prevalence of cheerless landscape conditions. The 
only impressive feature of natural scenery which 
the city had originally enjoyed in the view over 
Lake Erie and the Niagara River had, in the pro- 
gress of building, come to be shut out of sight 
from all ground on which its people had common 
rights. The natural water-courses of the vicinity 
had begun to be polluted, and those localities which 
originally possessed the greatest sylvan attractions 
had in several instances been so occupied, as not 
only to have lost their charms, but to have become 
unhealthy and offensive. It came about, finally, 
that, while the city remained notable for public 
and private wealth, its poverty of rural recreation 
was deplorable. In no other tow^n of equal popu- 
lation was so little pleasure to be had in a ride or 
walk to the outskirts. 

A few years later, direct railroad communica- 
tion with the coal and oil regions of Pennsylvania 
promised a further development of the manufac- 
tures and commerce of the city, and a prolonged 
continuance of its growth in population. There 
was every prospect that the demand for habitations 
thus occurring would be met in two ways, both 
equally undesirable : first, by the introduction of 
tenement-houses, and a more compact method of 
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building on the streets of the existing plan ; second, 
by a series of outlying settlements of small lots on 
narrow streets, laid out independently of one an- 
other, and of the city proper, as the supposed im- 
mediate interests of various land speculators or 
manufacturers might dictate, and with little or no 
regard to the health and convenience of the public. 

Within a recent period several serious mistakes 
of this character were made, and the tendency to 
crowd the dwellings more closely together on 
smaller lots was becoming quite evident. The evils 
resulting from dense settlement on narrow and 
awkwardly located streets were thus threatening 
the community in spite of the example and sug- 
gestions of the original plan. 

The defects and dangers of the city which have 
thus been indicated were in some degree realized 
by a small body of citizens, who first met together 
to discuss the subject in 1868. An agitation was 
begun by them, which led, in 1870, to a number of 
undertakings designed to support its original plan 
by a series of new features. These it was hoped 
would add much directly to the essential wealth 
and comfort of a residence in the city, and in- 
directly, by their influence on private and other 
public enterprises, would tend to counteract the 
dangers apprehended. This hope was fully justi- 
fied, by the fact that within a few years after- 
wards several important streets in the, as yet, 
sparsely settled sections were widened from 66 
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feet to loo feet by the voluntary action of the 
abutting property owners. 

The map shows how these several undertakings 
combine in one general design for improving the 
plan of the city. The grounds embraced in these 
late additions to the plan, and now under the con- 
trol of the Park Commission, are colored green. 
Other public grounds, and the streets which most 
conveniently combine with the new Park ap- 
proaches to form a general system, are dis- 
tinguished by a purple tint. 

The special character and distinctive features 
of these different public grounds may be thus 
summarized : 

I St. The Front, one and one-half miles north- 
erly from the City Hall, a ground in which the use 
is secured forever to the public of a steep bluff, 
from 50 to 60 feet above the level of Lake Erie, 
which commands a broad prospect over the lake, 
and an interesting view of the Niagara River and 
the Canadian Frontier. In the summer and au- 
tumn months it is fanned by a cool westerly breeze, 
almost constantly blowing from the lake, which, in 
warm days, is grateful and refreshing to visitors 
and healthful to invalids. Its area is about 50 
acres, including the adjoining military post, which 
is also open to the public. 

2d. The Parade, two and one-half miles east- 
erly from the City Hall, a smooth gently-sloping 
lawn designed for military drills, parades, attrac- 
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tive out-door sports, and popular festivities. At 
the easterly end, a small natural grove and a com- 
modious refectory afford ample ^opportunity for 
shade, rest and refreshment. Area, 56 acres. 

3d. The Park, 3^^ miles north of the City 
Hall, a ground designed to be resorted to solely 
for quiet rural enjoyment. The more notable 
features are, a grand sweep of undulating turf, 
one hundred and fifty acres in extent, and con- 
taining a goodly number of large well-grown 
trees, a body of water of forty-six acres, an open 
grove suited to picnics, and closer woods offering 
wilder and more secluded rambles. Area, 350 
acres. 

4th. Eight public squares or places, averaging 
five acres each. 

5th. Four Parkways, each 200 feet in width, 
and aggregating 3 miles in length, and three 
Avenues, 100 feet wide and four miles in length. 
By these, each of the above-mentioned grounds 
is connected with all of the others, and with the 
principal radial avenues of the original plan. 

6th. The Parkside, a detached suburb adjoin- 
ing the Park on the north and on the east, designed 
by private enterprise, so as to secure to it a per- 
manent sylvan character distinct from the formal 
rectangular streets of the city proper. 

7th. The State Asylum Grounds — 200 acres — 
and Forest Lawn Cemetery — 230 acres — adjoin- 
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ing the Park, respectively, on the west and south, 
and constituting with the Park and ** Parkside," a 
district nearly three /miles \square i n area, exten- 
sively planted, and guaraed against any approach 
to dense building. 

It will be seen by a glance at the map that by 
way of Delaware Avenue, one of the old radial 
broadways, the Park is approached in an almost 
direct line from the centre of the old town. This 
avenue is lined throughout its entire length with 
villas and villa-gardens, and is well shaded with 
trees. Two other wide avenues of the original 
radial system — Sixth Street and Broadway — need 
only to be properly planted to answer in like 
manner as commodious and fitting approaches to 
the Front and to the Parade. Each of the Parks, 
it may be noticed, is accessible, by street railway, 
from the central and distant portions of the cit)', 
and steam roads also pass in close proximity to 
each. 

The area of all the land now held for public 
grounds, including the Park approaches, is 600 
acres. The sum paid for the land especially ac- 
quired for the purpose indicated, was, in round 
numbers, $375,000, and the cost of construction of 
Park improvements thereon, up to 1881, was 
$875,000. In the management of the work no 
private speculative interests have interfered, and 
it is believed to have been conducted with a de- 
gree of economy that will compare favorably with 
any respectable private enterprise. 
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All the lands acquired have been worked over 
and graded to conform to the requirements of the 
design adopted for the improvement of the 
grounds. The soil has been loosened, deep- 
ened and enriched, a good turf has been estab- 
lished on the open stretches of greensward, and 
about 75,000 trees and shrubs, embracing 400 dif- 
ferent varieties, have been set out in the plantations.. 
The grounds are yet deficient in mass of foliage 
and depth of shade, but the growth of all the 
trees and shrubs has so far advanced as to indi- 
cate quite clearly the general purpose and ultimate 
character of the plantations. 

All the grounds have also been provided with 
ample surface and sub-drainage, and the sewerage 
and water-supply systems of the city have been 
extended to every portion. Sewerage has been 
diverted from the creek which passes through the 
Park, a broad, sedgy swamp on Tts margin within 
the Park limits has been excavated, and a fine 
body of water in a natural basin has thus been 
obtained. In addition to its value as a landscape 
feature, this ornamental sheet of water affords a 
safe opportunity for indulgence in the popular 
pastime of sailing or rowing in the boats with ^ 
which it is provided. 

The drives shown in the plan of each Park 
have been constructed with a permanent macadam 
roadway, and the more important walks have 
a stone substructure and gravel surface. About 
five miles of carriage way, and the same length 
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of foot path have been thus completed. Ex- 
clusive of the drives within the Parks, the length 
of roadway provided in the Parkways and Avenues 
in charge of the Park Commission is about twelve 
miles. 
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